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liETURN to ,n Otto of tlo Honoot.lJe The Hou, e of Commons 
v / oateJ IS May i860;— /or, 

c O p IES “ of any Report or Correspondence that has taken place between 
the Commissioners of Irtsh Fisheries and the Irish Government on the 
subject of the Consolidation of the Fishery Acts ; together with the 
Memorial to the Lord Lteutenant from a Meeting of the different Boards of 
Conservators of Fishery Districts in Ireland:’ 



COPIES of Reports and Correspondence that has taken place between the 

o/dwfW 11 " 8 ° f Insh . F ; sh ™ra and the Irish Government on the Sub/ect 
01 the Consolidation of the Fisheries Acts. ^ 



EX j r 8S5 CT dated Com “ issioners of Fisheries, Ireland, for Year 

I ieift’eo p r 7 h ? j i, 856, t0 h,s Escellen cy ‘Its Earl of Carlisle, Lord 
Houses 0 / 'parliament era ' ° f Ire ' and> and P resented t0 bo “' 

o-metolTJ su ®= esl!ons offered by the Inspecting Commissioners, in which ive 

soHdaHnn „f 1 th Ur j? al J Pear ? f ent c0 ” slde ™ titm . especially that in which a con- 
soiidation of the Fishery Acts is recommended.” 



Extract from Report of Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries, dated 30lh 
March 1856, and presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

‘‘ 7 HFi -Acts for the regulation and government of the Irish Fisheries are six in 
!T!S r \? a r e y ’ the 5 & 6 Vict c- 106 ; 7 & 8 Viet. c. 108 ; 8 & 9 Viet. c. 108 : 
9 ai?. Vlct ’ c - 114 » U . & 12 Vict. c. 92; and 13 & 14 Vict. c. 88. 

« ° 0<;ie ° f le S islation conimen ced in 1842 and concluded in 1850. 

I he general principle of those laws is approved by the countiy, and suffi- 
cient time has now elapsed, it may be presumed, to test their expediency; and 
many persons in England, and some in Scotland, have communicated with us, 
and sought information with the object of obtaining similar legislation for those 
countries. Convinced of the utility of their general policy and suitableness for 
the government of mixed, conflicting, and public interests, therefore it may not 
be going too far to say that the time has arrived when those six Acts should be 
consolidated into one. The necessity for this accumulated legislation naturally 
arose from defects and deficiencies disclosed in the working of the first-men- 
tioned Act, which repealed no less than 26 former statutes, while new principles 
and altered policy in the mode of government were introduced. Under such 
circumstances it could not be expected that such a measure in its first details 
should be free from defects and deficiencies, and as these were disclosed from 
time to time it required five other Acts to be passed before the machinery 
assumed tolerable working order. The consequence has been that much diffi- 
culty now exists on the part of the public in clearly interpreting the Fishery 
Laws, there is so much to wade through in the shape of amendments and addi- 
tions, and their vigorous administration is thereby considerably impeded. We 
therefore venture to recommend a consolidation of the Acts, in doing which the 
Law may be made clear and simple, not only to those called upon to administer 
it, but also to those who are called upon to obey it, while at the same time some 
defects which are universally admitted to exist may be corrected. We have 
been called upon by so mauv to make this suggestion, that while it accords 
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with our own convictions, we also feel it to be our special duty to call attention 
to it, and we are relieved from any diffidence upon the subject, as the question 
involved is not one of speculation or theory, but applies to a measure of legisla- 
tion which has had a fair trial, has been practically tested, is approved by the 
country, and only requires some correction in details, and to be relieved from 
cumbrous and superfluous matter to render its application at once simple and 
useful.” 



Extract from Report of the Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws 
in Ireland, for 1856, dated 31st March 1857, to his Excellency the Earl of 
Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland, and 
presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

“ The Reports from the Boards of Conservators will be found in the Appendix, 
by which it will be perceived that the working of the Fishery Law's has occupied 
considerable care and attention. But we would here recommend, as we did in 
our last, a consolidation of the six Fishery Acts into one, not with a view of 
affecting or altering the principle contained in the Acts, but for the purpose of 
rendering that plain and palpable which is at present couched in obscure and 
ambiguous terms, and also to obviate the necessity of referring to six Acts, 
through which the legislation on fisheries has scattered that which might, with 
great convenience, be condensed and simplified into one.” 



Extract from Report of Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries, dated 
31st March 1857, presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

“ The laws enacted for the protection of the salmon fisheries of Ireland, and 
the government of the varied and conflicting interests involved in this industrial 
pursuit, having now been fairly and practically tested, are admitted to be salutary 
in principle, requiring little alteration beyond a few matiers of detail, which 
should be corrected to render the intention of the law more clear in expression, 
and to relieve it from doubt where obscurity of phrase may cause difficulty or 
contention in its correct interpretation, and, perhaps, some amendment to secure 
a more unexceptionable and uniform administration of its existing provisions. 
Further, it does not appear to us that much change is required, neither is it 
suggested or sought for by the country. However, a strong opinion is generally 
entertained that the present six Acts in force should be consolidated, in doing 
which, an opportunity would be afforded to correct the defects referred to, while, 
at the same time, much superfluous matter would be got rid of accumulated in 
five statutes, which it was found necessary to enact to render the general remedial 
Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106, passed in 1842, efficient in its working. We have 
for some time felt that it would be most desirable thus to simplify and condense 
the Fishery Laws, and many who entertain the same views have urged us to 
recommend it ; we have done so in a former Report, and beg again to call atten- 
tion to the subject, further experience of another year confirming the opinion 
then expressed : and we would add another consideration, which we think is not 
unimportant, namely, that the clear understanding of the law should be made 
accessible to all, whether to those called upon to administer, or those called 
upon to obey, by removing the superfluous matter accumulated in six statutes, 
five being amendments of the first, and which have become tedious to wade 
through, and difficult to encounter, when endeavouring to follow a question 
through the mazes of repetitions and changes occupying, perhaps, several 
sections in different Acts, scattered through the whole, and so placed amongst the 
mass of various provisions that all order or classification of subject is destroyed, 
always creating difficulty in comprehending the meaning of the law, and often 
causing obscurity and doubt.” 
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Copy Minute of the Right Honourable Maziere Brady, Lord Higl, Chancellor 

“ Irel ?ii^f e ^ 2d H De T s 1857 l° n Memorial ° f M “‘ Connor and 
Bernard M Aim, to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, praviu- for the 
mitigation of a Penalty inflicted on them for breach of the Fishery Laws. 

“ This conviction appears to me as doubtful, in point of law on the "round I 
have suggested, that I think it should not, for the present, be enforced “but that 
the papers should be sent again to the Commissioners uf Fisheries for their con 
sideration, as to the necessity of some amendment of the Act’ or for better 
instructions to their officers as to the mode of stating the offence ” 



Extract of Letter from E. Hornsby, Secretary to Board of Public Works and 
Fisheries, to Major General Lamm, It. i. Under Secretary for Ireland ; dated 
2d January 1858. 

“I have the honour to be in receipt of your further reference of papers in the 
cass of John Connor and Bernard M'Alyn, together with the opinion of the 
Law Adviser on the validity of the conviction, and the Minute of the Lord 
Chancellor thereon, in which his Lordship suggests the propriety of this Board 
taking the necessary steps to have any doubts in the law removed by new legis- 
lation ; and in reference thereto I am directed to state, for the information of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that the Board having attentively con- 
sidered the papers in this case, fully concur in the necessity "for rendering the 
law more clear by amendment, and beg to refer to the suggestions made by 
them in their different Reports to Parliament, that the present Fishery Laws 
should be consolidated. 

“I am therefore to request, that under the circumstances you will now be good 
enough to move his Excellency, that the necessary sanction, for the preparation 
of a new Bill to be laid before Parliament, may be given to this Board.” 



The Right Honourable H. A. Herbert , at. p., Chief Secretary for Ireland, to 
E. Hornsby , Secretary to Board of Public Works and Fisheries ; dated Dublin 
Castle, 8th January 1858. 

“ Referring to your letter of the 2d instant, relating to convictions for 
breaches of the Fishery Laws, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Commissioners of Public Works, that his Excel- 
lency has been pleased to approve of the preparation of a Bill to be laid before 
Parliament upon the subject of the Fishery Laws.” 



Extract from Report of the Commissioners for administering the Fishery 
Laws in Ireland ; dated 1st June 1858, to his Excellency the Earl of Eglintan 
8$ l Vinton , Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. Pre- 
sented to both Houses of Parliament. 

“With respect to the salmon or inland fisheries, we are enabled to report a 
progressive improvement. We have in previous Reports recommended a con- 
solidation of the six Acts of Parliament, for the purpose of simplifying their 
provisions, and have had prepared, pursuant to instructions from the Executive 
Government, a Bill for that object- The Inspecting Commissioners have fur- 
nished in their Report a review of the former and present Fisnery i_.aws, which 
may be useful in calling attention to their policy, if the measure for consolidation 
should be submitted to Parliament.” 



Extract from Report of Inspecting Commissioners, dated 31st March 1858, 
and presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

“ The principle of the present laws has now been sufficiently tested as suitable 
to the object in view, namely, the proper government of the salmon fisheries, to 
elicit the approval of the country generally; but an opinion, unanimous it may 
be said, has for some time been entertained by those interested in the fisheries, 
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as well as by the magistracy, who are so often called upon to adjudicate upon 
offences, that it would be highly expedient to consolidate the six existin'* Acts to 
render them simple, and, by some amendment in details, to remove doubts as to 
their proper interpretation where some obscurity in language may exist. 

“The Commissioners, concurring in this view, recommended in their two last 
Reports to Parliament, that this should be done, and thev received instructions 
from, the Executive Government to prepare a Bill for 'this object. This has 
been complied with by the solicitor of the Board embodying the six Acts into 
one, after which certain corrections in detail have been suggested for consi- 
deration, and have been approved, and a copy of the consolidated Bill is now 
ready to be submitted to the Government when instructions shall be received to 
that effect.” 



Extract from Report of the Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws 
m Ireland for 1859, dated 1st June 1859, to his Excellency the Earl of 
Eglmton cy TViiiton, Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland, and presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

“ We have, in former Reports, referred to the expediency of consolidating 
the six Acts relating to the Irish fisheries now in force. A draft of a Bill for 
that purpose has been prepared by the solicitor to the Board, and revised bv 
counsel.” J 



Extract from Report ot Inspecting Commissioners, dated 1st March 1 859 
and presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

“ Very many persons appear anxious to learn if the ‘ Bill for consolidating the 
rishery Acts will be brought forward in the present Session of Parliament, and 
have called to make inquiry regarding it. It would, we believe, be expedient lo 
consolidate those Acts, both as regards the convenience of bringing them into a 
more condensed form, and also with respect to some amendments proposed in 
details which appear very necessary in rendering- some provisions clearly intel- 
ligible, which are, as at present framed, not free from some obscurity and doubts 
as to the interpretations which may he rendered on their literal construction.” 



E. Hornsby, Secretary to Board of Public Works and Fisheries, to Major General 
Larcom, r.e., Under Secretary for Ireland, dated 2d December 1859. 

“ In returning herewith your reference, dated 10th ult., of a letter from the 
Secretary of the Shannon Fishery Protection Association, suggesting certain 
alterations in the Fishery Laws, particularly with regard to the mode of electing 
conservators of fisheries, I am directed to state, for the information of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that a Bill has been prepared by this depart- 
ment, by order of the Executive Government, to consolidate the six Fishery 
Acts now in force, and awaits further instructions from his Excellency. The 
matters referred to in the communication which I have the honour to return are 
all provided for in the Bill, and as the elections of the Boards of Conservators 
for Ireland generally will take place in the latter end of the year 1860, it would 
be advisable to have the provisions bearing on this subject made previous to the 
elections, as well as others recommended by the present Lord Chancellor.” 



By Order of the Commissioners, 

r t, i r vtr . tv , (signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

31 May 1860. 
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MEMORIAL to the Lord Lieutenant from a Meeting of the different Boards of 
Conservators of Fishery Districts in Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We. the undersiped being a deputation elected by the proprietors and 
conservators of Irish Fisheries, beg to approach your Excellency and to submit 
to your consideration the evils that arise from there being no less than six 
fishery Acts in force in Ireland at this present time ; the first of these Acts was 
passed m 1842, and the last in 1850. 

We have reason to think that the principle of these Acts is generally approved 
or not only in Ireland but also throughout Great Britain ; nevertheless the 
fishery Commissioners have in their annual Keports to Parliament repeatedly 
recommended that these six Acts should be consolidated and revised not only 
lor the purpose of rendering them more simple and efficacious, hut in order to 
correct those deficiencies and to remove the obscurity of language that occssion- 
ally prevents their being carried out in the integrity that is to be desired 

1 he late Government keenly felt the necessity of consolidation, and issued 
mstruelmns to the Commissioners of Fisheries to prepare a Bill for that purpose 
t his deputation now suggests that these instructions shall be followed up' and 
that your Excellency will be graciously pleased to recommend Her Majesty's 
Government to renew the order given by the late Ministry to the Commissioners 
to prepare a Bill with as little delay as possible, and that should vour Excellency 
be oi opinion that there is not time for perfect legislation this Se'ssiou, that you 
wil at least recommend that the Bill ivheu prepared be brought forward forth- 
with, read a first time and printed, as this will give an opportunity to the country 
to canvass its provisions and prepare the way for effective legislation during the 
next feession ; and further that you will be pleased to direct that as soon as 
convenient after the Bill is printed, the Commissioners be directed to forward 
copies to every Board of Conservators in Ireland to enable them to offer such 
suggestions as may appear to them desirable. 



Honourable Francis S. Prittie, 

Chairman and Honorary Secretary. 

Earl of Meath. 

Right Hon. Viscount Lismorc, 

President Suir Preservation Society. 

Colonel J. F. White, d.l., J. P. 

Thomas Judkin FitzGerald, J. P., 

and Vice President Suir Preservation Society. 
Robert Bowen , J. P. 

Major Arthur H. Lucas, J. P. 

Major Dunne. 

Joseph Robinson. 

J. B. Alton. 

Arthur Smith. 

Adam N. Meade, J. P. 

Henry Griffith , J. P, 

Hugh Blakeney, J, P. 

J. Lane. 

William Dobbyn. 



Dublin, 26 March 1858. 
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( Colonel Dunne.) 
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